C o m m o n K n o W L E D g E 296 gant consumption, gossip, slander -are deeply familiar to us, so familiar, in fact, that this book feels at times like a clever projection of the present onto the past.
Mitigating this charge, however, are the diarists and poets, philosophers and merchants, politicians and priests, whose voices fill Thomas's pages with a strong sense of historical specificity -of there and not here, of then and not now. Recently, the French government's attempt to curb the jouissance of smoking claimed another victim. Alain Delon is now a nonsmoker, his cigarette digitally extinguished from popular culture -his thumb now resting on his chin in a superfluous manner -the fingers slightly parting where the cigarette once dangled casually. The war against excess demands the re-creation of narratives and
